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week::one 
Defining Preflight & Responsibilities 

What is Preflight? 
Defined 

o The inspection of project files at an early stage of a job to find content and construction 
errors that might prevent the file from printing as the customer intended. 

What Preflight checks for: 
o Makes sure all linked graphics are included 
o Image format, color mode, and resolution 
o Document geometry, including trim, bleed and margin specs 
o Color separations and coverage 
o Font inclusion, corruption and compatibility 
o Potential issues with transparency 
o Overflow text 
o Removal of non-printing data 
o …and more. 

What Preflight does NOT check for:  
o Spelling and typographic errors 
o Good design and color choices 
o Alignment of page elements 
o Solid typesetting and character kerning 
o ..and much, much more. 

Who Performs Preflight? 
The Client 

Graphic Designer 

Customer Service Representative 
(or Graphic Arts Service Provider [GASP]) 

Prepress Operator 
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What About the Blame Game? 

 
Except from Preflight and File Preparation, pages 13-14. 


