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WHERE DO I 
PUT STUFF ON 

THE PAGE?
To answer this question, you have to 

think about the viewer, 
and their experience of seeing your piece



EMPHASIS

• Emphasis focuses on both the intellectual identification of your 
important information, and then visually stressing the important 
information. 



HIERARCHIES

• The first step is creating visual 
hierarchies 

• Hierarchy tells people where to look, 
and what is most important 

• A well formed hierarchy will guide the 
viewer through your piece



TEXT HIERARCHIES — THREE LEVELS

•  Primary type: Headers, display quotes. Purpose is to bring readers 
into the design. Usually the first thing they look at. 

•  Secondary type: Anything that isn’t the headlines or body copy. 
Captions, subtext, subheads. 

•  Tertiary Type: Body copy. This is the bulk of text documents,and 
should be extremely readable 

•  Bonus: Art type-type that is used as a graphic element
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week::three1

Emphasis, Hierarchy, & Contrast2

Emphasis3

Defined4

Emphasis focuses on both the intellectual identification of 5

your important information, and then visually stressing the …

important information. (Graham pg 20)…

Hierarchy6

Defined7

A system or organization in which information is ranked one 8

above the other according to status or importance.…

Hierarchy tells people where to look and what is most 9

important.…

A well formed hierarchy will guide the viewer through your 10

piece.…

Deciding what’s important (Graham pg 22-23)11

What is your primary message?12

Which element best communicates this primary message?13

Is there a secondary and/or tertiary message?14

Which element best communicates this secondary/tertiary 15

message?…

Which visual element is the most interesting?16

What, if any information, can you afford to delete?17

Type Hierarchies18

Primary Type:19

Headers, display quotes20

Purpose is to bring readers into the design.21

Usually the first thing they look at.22

Secondary Type23

Captions, subtext, subheads24

Anything that isn’t the headlines or body copy.25

Tertiary Type26

Body copy27

This is the bulk of text documents and should be extremely 28

readable …
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week::three 
 
Emphasis, Hierarchy, & Contrast 
 
Emphasis 
Defined 
Emphasis focuses on both the intellectual identification of your important information, and then 
visually stressing the important information. (Graham pg 20) 
 
Hierarchy 
Defined 
A system or organization in which information is ranked one above the other according to status 
or importance. 
Hierarchy tells people where to look and what is most important. 
A well formed hierarchy will guide the viewer through your piece. 
Deciding what’s important (Graham pg 22-23) 
What is your primary message? 
Which element best communicates this primary message? 
Is there a secondary and/or tertiary message? 
Which element best communicates this secondary/tertiary message? 
Which visual element is the most interesting? 
What, if any information, can you afford to delete? 
 
Type Hierarchies 
Primary Type: 
Headers, display quotes 
Purpose is to bring readers into the design. 
Usually the first thing they look at. 
 
Secondary Type 
Captions, subtext, subheads 
Anything that isn’t the headlines or body copy. 
 
Tertiary Type 
Body copy 
This is the bulk of text documents and should be extremely readable  
 
Contrast 
Defined 
Two or more forces operate in opposition (Stewart pg 96) 
Contrast is a powerful organizational element 
Low contrast lowers an element’s position in the hierarchy 
High contrast raises an element’s position in the hierarchy 
Contrast can work for and against a designer. 
Often contrast can distract or displace the hierarchy 
Photos often have high contrast in unimportant areas (snapshots) 
Contrast is a powerful element in creating visual interest 
Created impact and emphasis (our focal point) 
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— Lecture Outline — 

week::three 
Emphasis, Hierarchy, & Contrast 

Emphasis 
Defined 

o Emphasis focuses on both the intellectual 
identification of your important information, and 
then visually stressing the important information. 
(Graham pg 20) 

Hierarchy 
Defined 

o A system or organization in which information is 
ranked one above the other according to status or 
importance. 

o Hierarchy tells people where to look and what is most important. 
o A well formed hierarchy will guide the viewer through your piece. 

Deciding what’s important (Graham pg 22-23) 
o What is your primary message? 
o Which element best communicates this primary message? 
o Is there a secondary and/or tertiary message? 
o Which element best communicates this secondary/tertiary message? 
o Which visual element is the most interesting? 
o What, if any information, can you afford to delete? 

Type Hierarchies 
Primary Type: 

o Headers, display quotes 
o Purpose is to bring readers into the design. 
o Usually the first thing they look at. 

Secondary Type 
o Captions, subtext, subheads 
o Anything that isn’t the headlines or body copy. 

Tertiary Type 
o Body copy 
o This is the bulk of text documents and should be extremely readable  



HIERARCHY TOOLS — SIZE

• Readers often start from the biggest type, and work from there 

• Differences in size must be noticeable it’s better to gobigger than 
smaller 

• You can use scaling to choose your type sizes, proportional type has 
a very pleasing effect
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HIERARCHY TOOLS — SPACE

• Spacing and grouping gives greater organization 

• Keep related info together with less space 

• White space can make type look bigger and more readable



BILLBOARD AD DESIGN

Amber McAlary    |    VC121    |    04.28.09    |    Billboard Ad Design









HIERARCHY TOOLS — WEIGHT/COLOR

• The bolder something is, the bigger and denser it appears on the page.  

• Pairing thick and thin typefaces will give an instant hierarchy, with the 
bolder weight looking heavier on the page  

• Some colors ‘weigh’ more than others  
•  Blue is heavier than red  
•  Red is heavier than green  
•  Green is heavier than yellow  
•  Brighter colors are lighter  
•  Saturated colors are lighter









ARC Thrift Stores
The Salvation Army

call 1-800-958-7825
www.satruck.com

We recycle lives with your donations





HIERARCHY TOOLS — TEXTURE

• Texture with type refers to the patterns they create on the page  

• If all text looks the same, it creates visual patterns  

• Use contrast to break this up







HIERARCHY CRITIQUE



EO/AA/ADA/Title IX institution

Chemeketa Writes present:

Empathy and Persona in the Anthropocene
With poet and writer Brittney Corrigan

“I was raised between the jaws of cats
triple my size, teeth long as hairpins
and paws that could pull down the sun.

The straggle of their manes against
the bars, the heat of their voices before
the whip. Cindered eyes on my father.”

In this workshop, we’ll look at techniques of personifi cation of both inanimate 
objects and fl ora and fauna of the natural world and then give those beings and 
objects a voice through the use of the persona poem. 

If the coyote trotting down a neighborhood street at dawn could speak, what 
would it say? How about the trees burned by wildfi re? The stones removed from 
the quarry to become construction materials? We’ll discuss how the practice 
of empathy can help build a meaningful connection to nature, especially in the 
context of climate change, extinction, and the impact humans have had on the 
planet. We’ll explore poems on these topics by contemporary poets as well as do 
some writing ourselves.

May 6th, 2025
The Gretchen Schuette Art Gallery

Reading
12:00pm
Free
Workshop
6:30pm–8:30pm
$50 General Public | $30 Students



Chemeketa Writes presents:

Empathy & Persona in
the Anthropocene

With poet and writer 
Br ittney Corrigan
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12:00pm
Free

Workshop
6:30pm–8:30pm
$50 General Public
$30 Students

In this workshop, we’ll look at 
techniques of personifi cation of 
both inanimate objects and fl ora 
and fauna of the natural world 
and then give those beings and 
objects a voice  through the use 
of the persona poem.

EO/AA/ADA/Title IX institution

Purchase Tickets Here!



In this workshop, we’ll look at techniques of 

personification of both inanimate objects and flora and 

fauna of the natural world and then give those beings and 

objects a voice through the use of the persona poem. If the 

coyote tro+ng down a neighborhood street at dawn could 

speak, what would it say? How about the trees burned by 

wildfire? ,e stones removed from the quarry to become 

construction materials? We’ll discuss how the practice of 

empathy can help build a meaningful connection to nature, 

especially in the context of climate change, extinction, and 

the impact humans have had on the planet. We’ll explore 

poems on these topics by contemporary poets as well as do 

some writing ourselves.

Chemeketa Writes Presents...
Empathy and Persona in the Anthropocene
With poet and writer Bri!ney Corrigan

May 6t h,  2025

Workshop
6:30pm–8:30pm

,e Gretchen Schue-e Art 
Gallery

$50 General Public | $30 Students

Reading
12:00pm
,e Gretchen Schue-e Art 
Gallery
Free



In this workshop, we’ll look at techniques of personification 

of both inanimate objects and flora and fauna of the natural 

world and then give those beings and objects a voice through 

the use of the persona poem. If the coyote tro+ng down a 

neighborhood street at dawn could speak, what would it say? 

How about the trees burned by wildfire? ,e stones removed 

from the quarry to become construction materials? We’ll discuss 

how the practice of empathy can help build a meaningful 

connection to nature, especially in the context of climate change, 

extinction, and the impact humans have had on the planet. We’ll 

explore poems on these topics by contemporary poets as well as 

do some writing ourselves.

Chemeketa Writes Presents...

Empathy & Persona
in the Anthropocene
With poet and writer Bri!ney Corrigan

May 6t h 
2025

Workshop
6:30pm–8:30pm

,e Gretchen Schue-e 
Art Gallery

$50 General Public 
 $30 Students

Reading
12:00pm
,e Gretchen Schue-e 
Art Gallery
Free

EO/AA/ADA/Title IX institution



Chemeketa Writes Presents 
Empathy and Persona in the Anthropocene 

With Poet and Writer Brittney Corrigan

Reading 
12pm | Free 

Workshop
6:30pm-8:30pm
$50 General Public 
$30 Students 

May 6th, 2025
The Gretchen Schuette Art Gallery

In this workshop, we’ll look at 
techniques of personification of 

both inanimate 
objects and flora and fauna of the 

natural world and then give 
those beings and objects a voice 
through the use of the persona 

poem 

Scan For More 



Purchase Tickets

In this workshop, we’ll look at 
techniques of personi!cation of both 
inanimate objects and "ora and fauna of 
the natural world and then give those 
beings and objects a voice through the use of 
the persona poem.

Reading 
12pm | Free 
Workshop
6:30pm-8:30pm
$50 General Public 
$30 Students 

May 6th, 2025
#e Gretchen Schuette Art Gallery

Empathy & Persona in 
the Anthropocene 

EO/AA/ADA/Title IX institution

CHEMEKETA WRITES PRESENTS:

With Poet and Writer 
Brittney Corrigan



In this workshop, we'll look at techniques of personification of both 
inanimate objects and flora and fauna of the natural world and then 
give those beings and objects a voice through the use of the perso-
na poem. If the coyote trotting down a neighborhood street at dawn 
could speak, what would it say? How about the trees burned by wild-
fire? The stones removed from the quarry to become construction 
materials? We'll discuss how the practice of empathy can help build a 
meaningful connection to nature, especially in the context of climate 
change, extinction, and the impact humans have had on the planet. 
We'll explore poems on these topics by contemporary poets as well as 
do some writing ourselves.

Chemeketa Writes presents

Empathy and Persona 
in the Anthropocene
With poet and writer Brittney Corrigan

May 6th, 2025

Reading
12:00pm

The Gretchen Schuette Art Gallery
Free

Workshop
6:30pm–8:30pm

The Gretchen Schuette Art Gallery
$50 General Public | $30 Students

Scan to purchase

EO/AA/ADA/Title IX institution



In this workshop, we'll look at techniques of 
personification of both inanimate objects and flora 
and fauna of the natural world and then give those 
beings and objects a voice through the use of the 

persona poem. We'll explore poems on these topics by 
contemporary poets and do some writing ourselves.

Chemeketa Writes presents

Empathy and Persona 
in the Anthropocene

May 6th, 2025
The Gretchen Schuette Art Gallery

Reading
12:00pm

Free

Workshop
6:30pm–8:30pm

$50 General Public | $30 Students

Scan to purchase

EO/AA/ADA/Title IX institution

With poet and writer Brittney Corrigan



Chemeketa Writes present:
Empathy and Persona in the Anthropocene 

In this workshop, we'll look at techniques of 
personification of both inanimate objects and flora and 
fauna of the natural world and then give those beings and 
objects a voice 

Through the use of the persona poem. If the coyote trotting 
down a neighborhood street at dawn could speak, what 
would it say? 

We'll discuss how the practice of empathy can help build a 
meaningful connection to nature, especially in the context 
of climate change, extinction, and the impact humans have 
had on the planet. We'll explore poems on these topics by 
contemporary poets as well as do some writing ourselves.

May 6th, 2025
The Gretchen Schuette Art Gallery

EO/AA/ADA/Title IX institution

Workshop:

6:30pm–8:30pm

�50 General Public
�30 Students

Reading:

12:00pm

Free

With poet and writer 

Brittney Corrigan



Chemeketa Writes present:

Empathy & Persona in the 
Anthropocene 

In this workshop, we'll look at 
techniques of personification 
of both inanimate objects and 
flora and fauna of the natural 
world and then give those 
beings and objects a voice 
through the use of the 
personapoem

May 6th, 2025
At The Gretchen Schuette Art Gallery

EO/AA/ADA/Title IX institution

Workshop:
6:30pm–8:30pm
�50 General Public
�30 Students

Reading:
12:00pm
Free

With poet and writer 
Brittney Corrigan



Chemeketa Writes Presents
Empathy and Persona in the Anthropocene 

With Poet and Writer Brittney Corrigan

In this workshop, we’ll look at 
techniques of personi"cation of 
both inanimate objects and #ora 
and fauna of the natural world and 
then give those beings and objects 
a voice through the use of the 
persona poem. 

SCAN FOR MORE

May 6th, 2025
The Gretchen Schuette Art Gallery

READING
12:00p$ | Free 
WORKSHOP
6:30pm–8:30p$
$50 General Public 
$30 Students

EO/AA/ADA/Title IX institution



In this workshop, we’ll look at techniques of 
personi"cation of both inanimate objects and #ora 
and fauna of the natural world and then give those 
beings and objects a voice through the use of the 
persona poem. 

SCAN FOR TICKETS

MAY 6th 2025
The Gretchen Schuette Art Gallery

READING
12:00pm | Free

WORKSHOP
6:30pm–8:30pm

$50 General Public 
$30 Students

EO/AA/ADA/Title IX institution

Chemeketa Writes presents
Empathy&Persona 
in the Anthropocene 
With poet and writer Brittney Corrigan



EO/AA/ADA/Title IX institution

Chemeketa Writes presents:

Empathy & Persona
 in theAnthropocene
With poet and writer Brittney Corrigan

Free Reading
12:00pm - The Gretchen 

Schuette Art Gallery  

In this workshop, we'll look 
at techniques of personification 

of both inanimate objects and flora 
and fauna of the natural world and then 
give those beings and objects a voice 

Workshop 
6:30pm–8:30pm

The Gretchen Schuette 
Art Gallery

$50 General Public | $30 Students

May 6th, 2025



EO/AA/ADA/Title IX institution

Chemeketa Writes presents:

Empathy & Persona
 in the Anthropocene
With poet and writer Brittney Corrigan

In this workshop, we'll look 
at techniques of personification 

of both inanimate objects and flora and 
fauna of the natural world and then give 
those beings and objects a voice through 
the use of the persona poem.

Workshop 
6:30pm–8:v30pm

The Gretchen Schuette 
Art Gallery

$50 General Public | $30 Students

May 6 2025
The Gretchen Schutte 
Art Gallery

Reading
12:oopm
Free

Workshop
6:30-8:30pm

$50 General Public 
$30 Students

Tickets



CHEMEKETA WRITES PRESENTS

Empathy and Persona 
in the Anthropocene
With poet and writer 
Brittney Corrigan

MAY 6TH, 2025
The Gretchen Schuette Art Gallery

Reading
12:00pm
Free

Workshop
6:30pm–8:30pm
$50 General Public | $30 Students

EO/AA/ADA/Title IX institution

Purchase Tickets

If the coyote trotting down a neighborhood street at dawn could 
speak, what would it say? How about the trees burned by wildfire? The 
stones removed from the quarry to become construction materials? 
In this workshop, we’ll look at techniques of personification of both 
inanimate objects and flora and fauna of the natural world and give 
them a voice through the use of the persona poem. We’ll discuss 
how the practice of empathy can help build a meaningful connection 
to nature, especially in the context of climate change, extinction, and 
the impact humans have had on the planet. We’ll explore poems on 
these topics by contemporary poets and do some writing ourselves.



CHEMEKETA WRITES PRESENTS

Empathy and Persona 
in the Anthropocene
With poet and writer 
Brittney Corrigan

MAY 6TH, 2025
The Gretchen Schuette Art Gallery

Reading
12:00pm
Free

Workshop
6:30pm–8:30pm
$50 General Public | $30 Students

EO/AA/ADA/Title IX Institution

Purchase Tickets

In the workshop, we’ll look at techniques of 
personification of both inanimate objects and 
flora and fauna of the natural world and then 
give those beings and objects a voice through 
the use of the persona poem.















VC224 LAYOUT 1 // LAB

Finding Heirarchy
1	 Using the magazines on your tables, find five 

examples of good text & image hierarchies. Work 
to find examples across several different hierarchy 
methods—not just size. Feel free to tear out the 
pages you find.

2	 For each example, make note of which Elements 
of Design (listed to the right) it best demonstrates.

3 	 Be prepared to discuss your finds with the class.

Size

Shape

Texture

Space

Size

Value

Color
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