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HENRI

 MATISSE  (1869-1954)

ARTIST OF CLASSICAL GREATNESS

Gill Sans was issued by Monotype. Gill studied under the calligrapher 
and stonemason, Edward Johnston, at the Central School in London, 
therefore it comes as no surprise that Gill Sans is based on his teach-

ers typeface for London Underground. Due to it’s legibility and its 
‘Britishness’, Gill Sans has been adopted by many companies and orga-
nizations as their corporate typeface.            (www.markboulton.co.uk)

Gill Sans Sans Serif
(Humanistic) 1927 Eric Gill

Matisse is an artist of classical greatness, and his visionary forays 
into new art have changed our understanding of the world. His artistic 
career was long and varied, covering many different styles of painting 
from Impressionism to near Abstraction. 

Matisse moved into a period of selfl ess invention. In the last phase, 
too weak to stand at an easel, he created his paper-cuts, carving in 
colored paper, scissoring out shapes, and collaging them into sometimes 

vast pictures. These works, daringly brilliant, are the nearest he ever 
came to abstraction. Its geometric rightness and chromatic radiance 
sum up the two great gifts of this artist and it is easy to see why he 
is the greatest. He understood how elements worked together, how 
colors and shapes could come to life most startingly when set in con-
text: everything of Matisse’s works together superbly. 

(www.ibiblio.org)
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PO
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CK  
(1912-1956)

PIO
N
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G
aram

ond’s fi
Elegantiarum

 Libros Laurentii Vallae” by Erasm
us. ã

m
ond produced between 1530 and 1545 are considered the typographical 

G
aram

ond
O

ld Style  
1530s

C
laude G

aram
ond

Jackson Pollock a(
and dripped his paint from

 a can; instead of using brushes he m
anipulated 

it with `sticks, trowels or knives’, som
etim

es obtaining a heavy im
pasto by 

an adm
ixture of `sand, broken glass or other foreign m

atter’. ã
of Action painting had in com

m
on with Surrealist theories of autom

atism
 

that it was supposed by artists and critics alike to result in a direct expres-
sion or revelation of the unconscious m

oods of the artist. 
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LyndaBenglis (1941-)

Highly Visible Sculptor

Charme was designed for the Ludwig & Mayer typefoundry. 
A fl owing, informal script with a steep and lowercase letters 
that connect, Charme has a fresh and lively look. Charme 

works well when used frugally on packaging, letterhead, invita-
tions, and in other casual display situations. 
  (www.store1.adobe.com)

Charme Script 1958 Helmut Matheis

Known for her exploration of metaphorical, biomorphic 
shapes, Benglis has balanced abstraction with content and 
gesture with mass, creating a diverse body of work known for 
its formal and innovative qualities. She is deeply concerned 
with the physicality of form and how it affects the viewer, and 
she uses a wide range of materials to render iconographic 

impressions of mass and surface. Though essentially abstract, 
the sculptures simultaneously suggest an image of contempla-
tion and physical power.  She has also worked extensively 
in video and has experimented with printmaking, cast paper, 
painting, drawing, and ceramics. 

(www.toomey-tourell.com & www.tandempress.wisc.edu)
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PAT

 STEIR  (1940– )

ART OF ICONOGRAPHY

Baskerville was originally created in England for setting books such as 
quarto edition of Vergil. His type face introduced the modern, pseudo-
classical style, with level serifs and with emphasis on the contrast of 

light and heavy lines. Books printed by Baskerville are typically large, 
with wide margins, made with excellent paper and ink. His master-
piece was a folio Bible, published in 1763.                    (www.encyclopedia.com)

Baskerville Transitional 1757 John Baskerville

Painter, printmaker Steir is a painter and draftsman of words, let-
ters, signs and symbolic marks, drips and spills applied to paper and 
canvas. She, who now lives in New York City and Amsterdam, was 
born Iris Patricia Sukoneck in New Jersey. Immersed in a study of the 
arts and philosophy as a girl, She continued her interests at Boston 
University and Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, studying lithography and 
etching from 19 (showing 500 of 2767 characters). 

In a series of six works Drawing Lesson, Part I, Line #1, Steir has 
created what she calls “a dictionary of marks,” derived from the way 
in which artists whom she admires employ line. Each pair of works 
represents a particular intellectual, emotional, or expressive quality of 
line. One pair refers to the work of Rembrandt. The center square of 
her piece is a sort of “blow-up” of Rembrandt’s basic line. 

(Sayre, Henry M. A World of Art. & www.askart.com)
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HILL  (1951- )

VIDEO ARTIST

Bodoni created the modern typeface in 1790 which served as the 
structural model for Sol Hess’s faithful rendition. Hess made neces-
sary adjustments for mechanical typesetting on Lanston’s Monotype 

composition system. Although Bodoni’s fi rst typefaces were decora-
tive in style he later came under the strong infl uence of the French 
typefounder, Firmin Didot.                                            (www.p22.com)

Bodoni Modern 1790 Giambattista Bodoni

Hill is one of the most important contemporary artists inves-
tigating the relationships between words and electronic images 
—an inquiry that has dominated the video art of the past decade. 
Originally trained as a sculptor, he began working in video in 1973. 
He has produced a major body of single-channel videotapes and 
video installations that includes some of the most signifi cant works 
in the fi eld of video art. His fi rst tapes explored formal properties 

of the emerging medium, particularly through integral conjunctions 
of electronic visual and audio elements. The exploration would give 
way to thoroughly unique investigations of linguistics and con-
sciousness—including the empirical inquiries of Why Do Things Get 
in a Muddle? (Come on Petunia), URA ARU (the backside exists), 
and Incidence of Catastrophe—offering resonant articulations of 
philosophical and poetic insights.      (www.eai.org)
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Geometric Sans Serif
E=Futura 2

“The distinction between the past, 
present and

      

is only a 
stubbornly persistent illusion.”

future Futura was Paul Renner’s solution to form following function. 
It has often been thought that this typeface was part of the 
Bauhaus movement, however it was rarely used by designers 
who embraced that style. Futura is effi cient and simple. It’s 
based on basic geometric forms and adores white space. 



Clarendon is actually its 
own typeface category. 
It has smoother bracketed 
serifs than many slabs. It 
has a no non-sense style. 

Robert Besley created 
Clarendon to be legible and 

to attract the attention of 
consumers. This slab was 
made to be a display type.  

“The devil has put a penalty on all 
things we enjoy in life. Either we 
suffer in health or we suffer in soul 
or we get fat.”

LONDON

1845
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E=Helvetica2

Grotesque Sans Serif

SWITZERLAND

1957

Max Miedinger created Helvetica and it then moved 
to the U.S. to become the corporate identity type-
face. It’s ubiquitous. It’s like air. It’s everywhere. It’s 
effi cient, clean, readable and absolutely fabulous, 
even if it is bloodless. 

“The monotony 
and solitude of

a quiet life   

stimulates the 
creative mind.”
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E=Garamond2

Old Style

P A R I S
1 5 3 0

Claude Garamond was 
a punch-cutter by trade. 
He created his typeface, 

Garamond, to mirror former 
calligraphic letter forms 

to make the masses 
more comfortable with 

machine made type.

Garamond is classic, 
elegant, and versatile. It’s 
used often for setting 
books. ! e fi ne curves of 
this typeface work well with 
geometric sans serifs. 
It is not reserved purely 
for conservative uses. 

“Isn’t it strange that I who have 
written so many unpopular books 
should be such a popular fellow?”
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Humanistic Sans Serif

E=Gill Sans2

Eric Gill was a stone carver 
and illustrator.  He “carved” 
his typeface with the help of 
Stanley Morison. Gill Sans is 
quirky with many idiosyncra-
sies. It’s based on the original 
roman letter forms.

This sans serif has a large 
extended family with many 
weights. It also has a relatively 
small x-height. It is artistic and 
civilized and tends to play very 
well with others—the perfect 
“friendly” typeface

“The faster 
you go, 

the shorter 
you are.”
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Script

E=Poetica 2

“Our task must be to free ourselves by widening our circle of 
compassion to embrace all living creatures and the whole of 
nature and its beauty.”

Poetica was developed by Robert Slimbach to 
model chancery handwritten scripts that were 

used during the Italian Renaissance and
also infl uenced  italics and modern calligraphy.

This typeface was the fi rst Adobe Originals script 
typeface of its style. It contains a vast amount of 
alternate characters which embellish it and  
give it variety and richness. It is very elegant.
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jonathan Swift

We are little airy creatures,

All of different voice and features;

One of us in glass is set,

One of us you’ll find in jet.

T’other you may see in tin,

And the fourth a box within.

If the fifth you should pursue,

It can never fly from you.

Geometric 
Sans Serif

ERIC GILL considered himself a sculp-
tor, stone carver, illustrator, and 
occasionally a calligrapher, but not 
a type designer. An Englishman who 
studied under Edward Johnson, he 
was basically recruited by Stanley 
Morrison of Monotype Corporation 
to design a truly modern typeface. 
 The first project did not go 
smoothly, and Gill was diverted to 
work on Gill Sans. Indended to be 
the British counterpart to Futura, it 
was released in 1928, and generally 
panned. But after World War II it 
was successfully exported outside 
of the United Kingdom.gill Sans



traditional english

Egyptians (or slab-serif typefaces) 
were first developed to adddress the 
need for bold lettering suitable for a 
growing advertising industry. Prior 
to this, typefaces were primarily 
designed for books and continuous 
reading, not for attracting attention.
 Clarendons are a subcategory 
characterized by bracketed slab ser-
ifs. Clarendon was created in Eng-
land by Robert Besley for the Fann 
Street Foundry in 1845. He holds 
the distinction of being the first to 
register his typeface, but his attempt 
to patent it ultimately failed.

Clarendon

Egyptian
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I am not found in the ground, 

But always in the air. 

Through each cloud with thunder loud

You cannot find me there.

Now if from France you choose to dance

Your way just into Spain,

I there am seen and near the queen

In hail, in mist, and rain. 
—author unknown



Transitional

JOHN BASKERVILLE created his ideal type-
face in his pursuit of perfect printing. 
He spent years refining the letterforms, 
and a few more in having the first types 
cut. The first book using these forms was 
produced in 1757 in England.
 Baskerville’s letters were lighter and 
 more delicate than Old Style typefaces. 
This, and the  increased contrast in the 
stroke weight compelled Baskerville to 
develop new printing technologies to 
properly reproduce his type. He made 
improvements in inks, papermaking, and 
on the printing press itself. 
 Initially, Baskerville’s improvements 
were not appreciated. His contemporaries 
considered the typefaces unreadable, 
but Baskerville has been one of the most 
widely used faces for the last 75 years.

Baskerville
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“Twas whispered in heaven, 
‘twas muttered in hell, 
An echo caught faintly 
the sound as it fell;
On the confines of earth 
’twas permitted to rest, 
And in the depths  
of the ocean  
its presence confes’d;
‘Twill be found  
in the sphere 
when ’tis riven asunder,
Be seen in the lightning 
and heard in the thunder;
‘Twas allotted to man 
with his earliest breath,
Attends him at birth 
and awaits him at death,
Presides o’er his happiness, 
honor and health,
Is the prop of his house, 
and the end of his wealth.

Catherine Fanshawe



The beginning of eternity,
The end of time and space

The beginning of every end, 
and the end of every place.

 –author unknown

traditional english
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Geometric Sans Serif

futura

PAUL RENNER taught at the printing 
school in Munich with the likes of 
Georg Trump and Jan Tschichold. 
While he was teaching here, around 
the years 1927-1929, he designed 
the typeface for which he is known. 
 Futura displays a great deal of 
influence from the Bauhaus, empha-

sizing simplicity, but it 
diverges from a rigid 
adherence to geometry. 
Renner’s original concept 
was much more stylized, 
but the drawings were 

delivered to the type foundry with 
indications allowing for some minor 
adjustments by the staff designers. 
They remained true to the concept, 
but made significant changes to the 
lowercase forms, resulting in an 
excellent blend of Renner’s ideals  
and established typography.
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