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exercise::06 
Practice with Columnar Layout 

Assignment :: 
Using the provided newspaper page from the Burlington Free Press (Vermont), recreate the layout exactly as 
it appears using InDesign (though with a few important exceptions). Before diving into this exercise, please 
read this handout thoroughly. 

Specifications :: 
Save your layout using the filename lastname_firstname_06.indd. 

Layout Notes :: 
• To begin, place the sample PDF (layout_sample.pdf) on the Master Page at 100% size and use it as a tracing 

guide. You can change the opacity (transparency) of the PDF to fade it into the background. Align your 
objects to the tracing image as closely as you can, but don’t worry too much about being exact. It’s more 
important to recreate the “spirit” of the layout than make an exact replica of it. 

• Recreate the layout using as few text and graphic frames as possible. This exercise can be completed 
using only five text frames. There is no need for linked text frames. 

• Be sure to include all horizontal and vertical rules (lines), both in and outside of text frames. 

• You will see that the Consumer inflation edges up article uses a slightly smaller column width in the sample. 
Ignore this—instead, use the same column width for all of the articles. For the vertical rule between the 
articles, place it in the middle of the gutter space between them. 

Typography & Artwork Notes :: 
All typographic elements must be reproduced as shown in the example. They include: 

• All story headlines (e.g.: Vt. Lawmakers look to extend life span of gift cards). This includes the lead-in 
copy under Consumer inflation edges up. 

• The byline of each story (e.g.: By Terri Hallenbeck, Free Press Staff Writer). 
• The location line from each story (e.g.: SAN JOSE, Calif. — ), followed by an em dash. (Option-Shift-dash, 

or use the Glyphs panel). 
• The headline and source information (Source: Assistance Attorney General Julie Brill)—including the 

paragraph rule—of the Buyer, beware callout. 
• Hint: For the Buyer, beware callout, create that section in the Pasteboard (not in its final place). This can 

help avoid accidentally clicking/editing the main story frame. 
• The photo credit line and photo caption underneath the photo of the boy with iPod. 
• All of the body copy for each story is provided in the Article Copy folder on the class website. 
• Use the Glyphs panel (and the Wingdings typeface) to create the square bullet points in the Buyer, beware box. 
• For typography, use Times New Roman PS MT for body copy, Helvetica for captions and “Buyer Beware” 

callout, and Times New Roman MT Cond (condensed) for headlines. Use Adobe Fonts to activate these 
fonts, if necessary, or find something similar on your own computer. 

• Place the provided images of the boy with an iPod (boy_with_ipod.tif) and the Consumer prices chart 
(consumer_prices.tif) into the layout. Be sure to apply a 1pt black stroke to the graphic frame containing 
the boy_with_ipod.tif image. 

  

Width / Height # of Pages Facing 
Pages? 

Columns 
Margins Bleed Slug 

Number Gutter 

10.125" x 15.5" 1 No 5 0.125" .25" (all) 0 (all) 0 (all) 
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Requirements :: 
When done, turn in both the InDesign file (to your class Drop Box on Google Drive; no need to turn in the 
images) and a full-size, black-and-white print (on 11" x 17" paper) of the layout. 

This exercise is due at 5:00PM on Wednesday, February 5th, 2025 (Week 05) and is worth 30 points (twice 
as much as other exercises). 

Layout to Recreate :: 

 


